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The early shortwave press contains countless references to station CT1AA in Lisbon,
Portugal.  It was known as Radio Colonial, and from 1930 to 1938 it shows up on just about
every list of active stations, and in many DXers’ reports of stations heard.  It was often well
heard.  Beyond listings and DX reports, however, there is little information about CT1AA.

The station started out as an amateur operation, call letters P1AA (in the days when
a country’s initial was often used as the prefix).  When standard callsigns were adopted the
call became CT1AA.  The owner was Abílio Nunes dos Santos, Jr.

Nunes dos Santos appears to be one of Portugal’s “fathers of radio.”  He started his
amateur activities in 1923.  It was in September of the following year that he became a
“broadcasting amateur” on an experimental basis, and March 1, 1925 when he began regular
broadcasting.  The station operated from the warehouse of his family’s business, the
Chiados Department Stores, which sold RCA and Phillips radios.  Broadcasts were on
mediumwave at that time, and the station used the slogan “Radio Portugal.”  The
government closed down broadcasting from May to July 1925.  Nunes dos Santos returned
to the air on October 25, as CT1AA.  

It is unclear if CT1AA was in fact Portugal’s “first” broadcaster in time, but it appears
that it was first in the sense that KDKA was “first” in the United States–it offered scheduled
programming designed specifically for broadcast listening by the general public, and the
first to capture a regular audience.

Mediumwave operations ended in 1934.  Starting in 1926, Nunes dos Santos also
transmitted on shortwave, under the name Radio Colonial.  The programs were different
from those of the mediumwave service.  Shortwave operations continued until 1938, by
which time the station’s call letters had changed from CT1AA to to CS2WA.

The first American reference to
the station that I have found is in
the Fall 1931 issue of Radio
Design (left), the house organ of
the Pilot Radio & Tube Corp.,
whose Wasp receivers were
among the first “consumer”
shortwave sets. Radio Design
contained a lot of short-wave
news.
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Happily, the station can be remembered through its QSL-cards, which graced many
DXers’ collections in the 1930s.  Here is the card that was used in 1932 for amateur
operations.

A CT1AA amateur card from 1926 can be seen here.
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Reports for broadcast operations usually brought a card (see pgs. 4-6), but here is
a letter, from 1930, which appears to be for broadcast operations.  It is from Nunes dos
Santos to a listener in South Amboy, New Jersey.
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The two cards shown below were the regular QSLs sent by CT1AA for broadcast
operations.  Look carefully and you will see that they are not exactly the same.   The 1932
card contains no mention of the slogan, Radio Colonial; the address and telephone
information is different; and all pictures but the one in the upper right are different
views (of the same scenes).

 1932

  1937
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Here are the backs of the cards on the previous page.  The 1932 card is a “no data”
thank you card.  The 1937 card contains date and frequency, but lacks a verification
statement.  Nonetheless, finding either of these in your mailbox would be a very good
day.

  1932

  1937
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By 1938, CT1AA had become CS2WA, and it had a new QSL.
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 Quixote Radio Club, 
  December 1937

~~~~~
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