
Senegal in QSLs

by Jerry Berg,
jsberg@rcn.com

Radio Senegal has been a good verifier over the years, and has issued many nice-
looking QSLs.  Here is a selection of them, together with some station history.

1940s

Senegal had been a French colony since the mid-1800s, and was under French rule
on September 3, 1939, when France declared war on Germany following the latter’s attack
on Poland two days earlier.  Around that time it was rumored in the shortwave press that
a 10 kw. station was being built in Dakar.

Radio Dakar was first reported heard in October 1940.  Germany’s invasion of France
in June of that year had put the country under effective Nazi control via the collaborationist
government of Marshal Philippe Pétain, headquartered in Vichy.  Unlike French Equatorial
Africa, which mostly supported the Free French forces, the states of French West Africa,
including Senegal, declared in favor of Vichy.  As a result, when Radio Dakar hit the
airwaves it was under Vichy control, and would remain so until November 1942, when
Allied forces invaded North Africa and F.W.A. switched its allegiance to the Free French. 
(Dakar was the capital of F.W.A., or “A.O.F.,” Afrique Occidentale Francaise.)

At the start, Radio Dakar was heard around 1930-2030 and 2300-2400 UTC (it was
“GMT” in those days), on approximately 9380 kHz., announcing “Allo.  Allo.  Ici Radio
Dakar.”  Frequency varied a bit, but the station soon settled on 9410, with a regular
program being heard at 2025-2120 UTC.  Power was reportedly 12.5 kw., and while the call
letters were at the outset said to be FGA, the WRTH and FBIS would show them to be
FHE2, FHE3, etc., or FZK2, FZK3, etc.  

During the decade, numerous other frequencies were reported in use from time to
time, including 6435, 6917, 7210, 8220, 8840, 9678, 9870, 9930, 11410, 11712, 13355,
15345, and 15830 kHz., and channels could vary quite a bit.  The frequencies suggest that
some of the transmitters were in the point-to-point service (perhaps the source of the FGA
call letters), and had been repurposed for broadcasting.  Reported power varied, depending
on the channel:  12 kw., 1 kw., 200-500 watts.

In the United States, the station was often heard during a morning program circa
0800-0900 EST, and an afternoon transmission circa 1430-1730 EST.  Said one NNRCer,
“Radio Dakar, Senegal, has the strongest signal on this band [15345] at 4 P.M.” 
Programming was mainly in French, but during the war, once Dakar was in Free French
hands, there was some English programming for “United Nations” (Allied) forces.

The QSL on pg. 2 was for wartime reception, and was mailed during the war (which
ended in Europe in May 1945).  The card on pg. 3 is not a QSL but a Radio Dakar schedule,
from 1948.  Note that the shortwave frequency is shown as 11712 kHz.
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1950s

Dakar frequencies stabilized during the 50s.  In 1950, English news could be heard
at 1900 UTC on 11895 kHz., a 25 kw. channel that would be heard well during the entire
decade.  Later, 4950 kHz. (4 kw.) was widely heard, and 9560 was also good.

Most of the countries of French West Africa and French Equatorial Africa were
moving toward independence from France.  In 1956, to support the development of
broadcasting in what were soon to be the former French colonies, France established the
Société de Radiodiffusion de la France d’Outre-Mer, or SORAFOM.  Senegal and many
other states of the French community joined, and soon DXers began receiving “SORAFOM”
QSL cards (see pg. 7).  The year 1956 also saw the start of a regular, if minuscule, “foreign
service,” with 15 minutes each in English and Portuguese.

Bordering Senegal was another state of French West Africa, Mauritania.  Radio
Mauritanie would begin operating from a transmitter in Nouakchott, the country’s new
capital, circa 1962.  However,  when the station first came on shortwave late in 1957, it was
transmitted from facilities in Saint-Louis, Senegal on 4855 kHz., 4 kw.  It was heard by
many DXers (see pg. 8).

Early 1950s
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Radio-Inter-A.OF. was a Dakar home service.  For a time it
called itself Radio-Mali-A.O.F., and issued QSLs in that name.
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1960s

Radio Senegal stepped up its on air presence in 1960 with the introduction of a  100
kw. transmitter.  The station was now on the air until 2300 UTC, and English could be
heard around 2030 on 11895 and 15385 kHz.

The summer of 1960 saw Senegal and neighboring French Sudan join together as the
Federation of Mali, whereupon Dakar started announcing as Radio Mali.  The marriage
lasted but two months, however, and use of the Radio Senegal name then resumed (and
French Sudan became the Republic of Mali).

In 1962, SORAFOM was replaced by OCORA, Office de Coopération Radiophonique,
which issued a new QSL-card (below) to replace the SORAFOM card.

Also in 1962, a Senegal regional station opened in Ziguinchor.  The frequency on
which it usually was heard was 3336 kHz., 4 kw. (see pg. 13).
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1970s

Beginning in 1978, the WRTH started listing a 4 kw. shortwave transmitter in
Tambacounda, a station that was already on mediumwave.  The frequency was 6080 kHz.
(later 6045).  Although the WRTH listing would continue through 1990–and the frequency
rundown on the back of Radio Senegal QSLs in the 1980s also listed it, on 3356 and 6045
(see bottom of pg. 15)–I don’t recall ever seeing reception of Tambacounds being reported.

    1974
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1980s  &  1990s

Senegal shortwave went downhill slowly.  The longtime channels of 4890 and 11895
kHz. had not been heard for some time.  But 7210 reappeared in 1981.  And the station came
to air again on 4890 kHz. in 1983, with 4875 and 4950 also returning to use.  Some QSLs
followed.  But over time, Senegal transmissions became increasingly irregular.  Frequencies
4890 and 7170 kHz. were heard in the 1990s, but intermittent operations were again the
rule, and the station ceased broadcasting altogether circa 1997.
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