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It was late in 1940.... Germany was marching across Furope, and the United
States was not yet in the Sezond Worid Wareeesssse i _ b .

A hush fedl.over the great chamber as the President sitarted to spezk before
the Congress. His message was an important one, senators and respresentatives were
out en mezce and there wasn't a man missing in the press section or spestator's
galliery,

Bafore hin was a batbery of microphones which carvied the speech into
millions of homez. Tie world was listening tooc, in that dsy in 1940, for in a cormer
of NBC's New York offices was a handful of men hove=: nZ cver a veleiypewriter with one
eye on the clozk and the other on the Keys. Paragraph by parsgraph the text was
ripped from the elucking machine and carbons were handed %o Linguisgts for iranslation
into Italian, German, French, Cpanich and Portuguese.

Three men rushed the speeéh into Italian. BEvery scsond counted. It was
Just after two o'clock and the daily Ttalian hour (shich was received in ltaly a%

7 psme) on NEC's Shortwave Service was oa “he atr. lhey worked st lightning speed and
before the Preeident had finiched epeaking in W zeainghon an ennduncer was reacing it
into a microphone, The speech iraveled by iand-lire 4o Pornd Erook, New Jersey; where
towering aniennas relayed the mescage %o the worid. Severai buitons were presceed and
the Presidentdis cpeech waz radiced to THalian sizvensrs, wao picked hY vp az clearly
as though the volce came from a jocal station, An hour iover, NBC's German Service
broadcant the speech for listeners is sush cities as Hamburg and Berlin, where,
behind elosed doors, wary listenecrs crouched forward towards Sheir icudspealers.,
(Tuning in a foreign news dispatsh waa forbidden in war¥ime Germany=- but no matter,
many Germaas heaxrd the tfwuth anyway via the Si° gservice of the Naiional Broadcasiing
Company. ) ettt
Next France beard the speech, then England and Latin America. And before
those picneer SW broadeasters called it a day, an internmational audience had heard
President Franklin Delanc Roosevelt!s speech.

!

Two repeat broadcasts in the Presidentis voice, by eletrisal transcripbion,
were made for English-gspeaking listeners who had: missed the firot direot brogdcast.
Ore late at night was bpeamed %o +he Car!bbean and South Aserics;:mnd when conditions
were goed, the signal would continue so that Austeaiians could menitorithe trans- ;-
mission. The second broadeast by transeiption was directed to Europe who might haw
migsed it earlier in the day. ' rriee

. +: The SW gervice of NBC had listeners in some eighty or more foreign countries
during those: tense days in 1940. Usually, the welcome mat was out. A large inter-
naticnal audience was built wp nod so much by the red-letter events such as the
pregideatlal speecher, bub by the daily series of mulii-forned yet well-balanced
programs whicn Efﬂﬂ{ﬂ@i*ﬁf?‘dail? from two powerful SW siztlons 16 houvrs a day, seven days
a week's " Ope year befcre, in 1659 s out of 16,500 international programs some 12,500
were designed -lo.agguaint certsin groups of lisSendrs on five convinents with cusioms
life and ideals in America. (As you chould know, the Voice of Ameriza took over that
Job An1942. )0 el i RTT . TR N .
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Lot odhldhough news: was ‘but one dish. on the- international S meru, it was bty flar
the mosh popular, for were it not for those newscasts many foreigners would have had
no Way of leamying akovr what wms. going.bn in vhelr o countiies and in foreign ones.
fmerican shortwave radio ignored the watiime censnrabips in 1940, |
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.. Long before %the five+ gun was fired in +Hé European conflict, the dletetere
had set the propaganda factorigg rolling to put across their ideologies. With all
the intersity of e'bllu'krﬂegﬂ {he war of eerde hzd been sprayed over Iwenty

vhiics of Labin America for com® time before 1940, particula®y in *he more
imee“*eeﬁ eities where both the eletetere and their eppenente claimed large numoers
of foiiowers, LWL

s

Comizequently the neeeeeete emanating from Hevth.ﬂeerlee WEIe virtually
unbiazsed and impartisl. Listeners knew 00, tnat America had no particular aze to
grind other than the promotion of good will. (Remember thatvthe USA was .=ii
neutral in 1940). S
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The time factor was helpful too. Fiitering the news through governmerts

controlled channels took time~=30 mush so that the Waticnal Eieed'eetieg eeﬁeeny‘
ransmitted news in the shortwave services as mmcn as 24 houra ahead of redio™

-statlons operating in totalitarian countries. Ewven on hWigtors ~making riews b“eeks

guch a3z the 21932 Hitler-Stalin neepeggeeeeien pach, FDﬂu‘ﬂGﬂta4 Evropeans tumed to
the Americsn station got the news of “the ailianse fully five hours before it was
relea3ed from Redio Berlin. When Hitler meb Mussolini at the Bremner Pass, there was
a thirteen hour difference between the American broadeast in Itel,ee and the cfficizk
bulletins transmitted from Mussoliniis own Rome shsbion. As for. the usgual
programming, muszis, the uvniversal languape, ranked cecond only te_eeee in its

popularity, as it does today.

Tn 19:0 the stream of teckni cal improvements in the SW radio field was
considered unending, and the quality of reception began to compare favorably with
conventional broadcast-band tranemission. Nat ureely, though, the shortwaves

. gncountered more trovble because they had farther to go and more geological and
. atitosphéfic hurdBs to overcome. Unfortunately this is still ghe case today, 28
) yeere lafer. et 25l e R by R _
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Sunspots gave 1940's engineers’ plenty e werry'ebeuﬁ Jjust as 1968's

f:engiﬁEere-heve problems- today. The mention of interfererce brough® up the subject

of Jamm? ingy of which there was e;d still is much, Interference occurred in 1940
and of" course it still does eedeyg and quite fregqrently, but the radio stations of

; the dietatorships surfered from 1t Just as mach as the Alliled stations. Even in

1940, Thierlerence was usually dué to the fact that there were more stations than
good frequencies. Today's broadczsters have even bigger problems.
'“;T ‘FoF international breedeeete, NEC used the most advanced type of antenna
in the'ee*iﬂ at that time. bt was the eteereble'beem, which, oy presging a bntton,
could be dizected to the eeeﬁern{PertueEeee -spesking) or weztern(Spanich-speaking)
parts of Scith America. Power gain was effectively increased 22 times that of the
nen=direetleee3 _ancenna, The stesrzble beam Was nsed by WRCA on 9570 KHz. The
other “fFéquency of NEB's 0l1d.25 KW statidn was 21,630 kHz. The companion stabion,
elee*ef 25 ﬂF; eee‘WhE* eheeh epereted on tee ehennele, 17780 and 6100 kHz.

F" it

Not en _.j;r oS FEG in the SW et'r‘uggle 3- but CB3 and private stations added to
America's voilce before the U.S. enterzd the war. It was not watil 1939 that Uncle

 Sam" had a volck: eeueeTte the overseas bransmitters, Eeriy' Inthat year; Gereral

Electrizc, vhish sinps. 1523 had Weeri operating S¥ stabtions at Scheneciady, N.Y.,
equipped WGEO for 100 XV eperet Lon, making it ﬁhe most peeerful snortwave station
in the Westemn Hem{epeeee, qp to Jﬁet Ttime.

NASWA? WEEIIP.-EQR IDUR DK-—-IHG FRIEI‘HIJS. THE IDEAL CHRISTMAS PRESENT

.-.-I.
I,



o B AP £
‘ ! r

NASWA-FRENDX _ . _SHORTWAVE CENTER'® _ “~_ . DECEMESR '68_

.r,.

— | — = — — — e — e - L1
L] P i
="
gt x 1 et
i . - LR T
s Py b - g . oA H it red F
v i

AMERICA SPEAKS T0 THE REICH(Continued) wim B el T

The 100 KW transmitters -- W2XAD and W2XAF == were installed with special.
double pznel antennas, which increased glgnal etrength in a given direction. ~The
transmitters were dircctionalized towards London, Rio de Janeiro and Buenos Alires.
(In those days there was much more emphasis on Latin American listeners.) Gengral
Electric was not oniy loeatad in New York, but 2leo in San Francisco, with iﬁ&s
station ECGET bsaming alternately on Lstin America ard Asia, A few of the cther -
American statlons brosdcastirg America's 1940 viewpoint were: World Wide company's
WRUL ard WRUW (now WYW), Boston; CBES's WCBX focated on a small island just off New
York City(now a clear channel BOB station, WCB5)s and 1ts Puiladelphia station WCAB-
(now WCAU on BCB), Westinghouse had WBOS and WPIT, P |

Source: summer 1940 issues of Pspular Electronics.
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