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I VAN THE TEFRHRIBL Y

Onc evening in late August 1941, Germans listening to a news
yroadcast fron Berlin radio were astounded by an cxXtraordinary
interruption. |

"Lies, lies!" cut in a stirange voicc in German.

The Nazi announcer continued, "The Geruan armcd forees have won
now victories.”

"Bont't you belicve it. The blitzkrieg has been stopped for ning
weeks, " the mysterious ghost voice countered. "The Luftwaffs shot down 109 Soviet plancs
said the Berlin announcsr. "And how many German plancs werc shot down,"the ghost volice
rejolnod.

hnd so it went, the German announcer tried rattling oft his lines at double specd bu-
it was no usc. The mystery voice was to guick ror him. The Gernan station droppcd 1ts
nowscast and hastily rushed a band into the studios. Though the horns blarcd, the ghost
voice could still be hcard in the background. he Nazis even resorted to wicrd sound
offects to drown out the voice but only succezded in driving away its audiencce by tha
bzdlaa of nolsc.

Later in the evoning, in betwson musical selections, the Gorman station tried again
to squeczo in a newscast but the mystery volcc popped up again from out of nowherc.
Finally in desperation, Deutschlandssender went orf the air and lisicners were urged to
tune to anciher Geraman station, -

The hecklar who had perfeormed this feal was cventually traced to Russiz, to a glant
transmitter, RWL, socine 30 milcs from Moscow.

The voiece, described by himself as z "man of the peoplc,® was nicknamed "Ivan the
Tarrible" and "Mike, the lMad Kussian,™ by the British monitors. Soviel ofiicials in
London "guessed™ he might be the former Vienness journalist, Frnst Fischer, who had
been working for Radio moscow. They also hinted that Forelgn Vice-Comnissar Solomon
Ltbromovich Lozovsky, who spoke rClawless German,might have had a share in bedeviling the
Gorman stations. Lozovsky, incidently, often acted as a s pokeszan for the Soviot
government and often brisfed Western newsacn atl LowCOW press confercnces. After the war,
he fell froz grace and in a Stalinist purge in 1949 was shot.

Bohind the ghost voice technique was a discovery by the Fussian enginecrs that enaplod
tnem to synchronize their frequencics with those of taz Geruan stations, making 1t
possible for "Ivan" to cut in whencever the Gerasn snrouncoer paused for breath. |

Somotimes the voice struck a serious notc wiin his machinegun-like, pointed repartioe,
but the light touch wes generally there, wrocking the Geruwan nowscasts. _

Onc night in Decesibor 1942, thore was a similar lively battle of werds between an
announcer on Radio Roma and the ghost voicc. Also harassed were Nazi transmissions fron
Sofia, Bulgaria. Thare were all traced to the whimsical "Ivan." Moscow uscd the
tochnique throughout the war, careful not to overdo it and not to strike too often in thae
same placo. One night arter driving the Berlin transmitter off the air, the voice
pinch hit for Nazi leaders and mimicked the volces of Hitler and Goebbels.

The Rus.ian ghost voiec led to rotaliation. & German announcar butted into kMoscow's
progranming, urging comrades Lo revelt. An English speaking ghost, whonm thz British
dubbed "Harassing Rarry," interrupted the BBC with pot shots at Churchill, thc food
ministry and the United States. | B

(Digosted from "Inc History of Clandestine hadio Cperations,” a Lina publicatiﬂn}_“




