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- Lesd than two dacades.aftar-marcnnl gsent his flrst.faltaring wireless message
acrossa- the garden of his father®s estate at the Villa. Grlfﬂne, near Puntecchan, Ttaly,
radio came of age. g
- “%®he Treat War:of 1914~1918 gave wireless broadcust:.ng :Lt-s first real test. " Both
the Allies and- the Contral Powers put the new communications medium to a growing listi
of tasks, not the least. of which included intelligence. and espionage activities.

But radio brnadcasting gs a systemﬂtic psychﬂlngiual weapon of propaganda was only
in its Infancy. - ST
"7 As’ far ss can be dﬁtermunﬂd, the first uge nf radin+£ur pnlitical.prﬂpﬂgﬂﬂdﬂ
purposes was made by the Germans in 1915. The German government turned to radio ic a
groater extent than the Allie=s out of ﬂhﬂar.nacessity for cable comminications systems
wore cohtrolled by ths French and British.

The first secret radio propaganda service was 1nst1tuted in that year gnd provided
Tadlo amateurs and sgents in neutral countries with daily news reporis from Germany.
There were regulsar nows communiques, commentaries. in wvarious languages, code messsages
Yo secret agents and even messsges by foreign correspondents. These broadcastis were
mainly directed toward neutral countries, though attempts to influence enemy opinicn
wore pot lacking., A shortage of receivers made effective use difficult initially,
the common practice was 16 maintain radio contact with German sgents who would spread
the messags throughout the enemy or neutral territory. A U.S. monitor picked up the
following code transmission directed, it said, ™o propagandists in North Africa: Spread
ths following rumors among the tribes...”

Two years later, leon Trotsky :and %*he Russisn Bolahevlka made fﬂirly extensive
‘use of radic for pronaganda purposes. The Sovist Union wes nearly the only power to
sense the political uses of broadcasting in the 1920's. By 1930, Radic Centre in
"Moscow was broadcasting on shortwave im some 50 different diaslects. and languages.

- But probably the firct trve clardestine transmitter was ons operated from the
garret-of a hﬂtﬁl at Zahori, Czechog Lovakis, 40 miles from Prague near the German—-Czech
'jfrnntler'ln 1234, These hrnadﬂastu, anti-Nazi in tons, were made by Rudolf Formis,
himself a formcr Nazi, On the night of Jamusry 23, 1935, a squad of German 55 men
crosssd the noaily berder, shot Formis in his hotel room asnd silenced the station.

Another sta*tion, Deutscher Freiheitssender, or the German Frsedum Radio, spoke up
for the first time two years later. One night in January 1937, the following announce-
ment was hesrd over the air, "Hallo, hallo! This is the secret transmitter of the
German comrmunist party callinges.”

The Gorman Freedom station sought to cunﬂey the impreesion that it was broadcasting
under the noses -of ths Gestapo within Germany. Actunlly, it transmitted from Bercelona.
Spain. The sivaneing troops of Ceneral Franco, in the Spanish Civil War, forced the
station to leave Spain. It soon resumed operations, surposedly from a ship "somewhere
in ths Baltic," but more probebly from within Russia itself.

The Nazis made great efforts to jam the communist Faeheitssender channel.
"Achtung! Achtung!, " the freedom station announcer would sgay, "Turn your dials a fraction
and Tind us near this wavelength. We are changing our frequency slightly to eliminste
jamming."™ The broadeast would then continue, temporarily in the clesr.

The Gesizpo tried hard 4o locate the secret tranzmitser. Evenbtually, & freedom
statior—Dbut a dirferent one-— was capitured in Germery located in a csmouflaged truck.
The head of the operation, on Ernst Niekisch, was tried in Japaary 1939, along with
20 associates. and vas sentencad to life imprisonment, But the broadcasts of ths
cerminist Freneitfgsasndar contimead. |

Another ear)y mcbile clandestine statinn was located in fustria, After sunset on
the evening cf liay 1°%. 1‘5’335 a larga grccer's van bearirg the 1ab 21 of a butter and eges
eoncern, backed out of a garags in the 134tle Ausirian tovm of Horn and drove into the
country. It procesded ui a gesd speed for yive or cix miles, tlhen pulled to the side
0f the road under a cimmp of trees ang ex’...~._-zed ifs headlights.

(Contimnzd next page)



The three men in iths cab hegan moving packing cases ab ths front of the truck
until there wee rorm for them to clamher inside the van, 1o the center on & bench
was a small radic transmitter with porighle ertenras whlch wsre rigged on top of the
truck. At & p.m., cne of the men began speaking in Cerman into the macrophone:
"lhis jg the Auctrian Freiheitssenderse.”

Just ovar & ronth easrlier, Austria had been swellowed vp by the Reich and Austrian
troops were forced to serve with the Gormen arcy, massed slong the Czech border.

T+ wes 40 those Austrian scldiers that the siabion addressed itself, inciting them %0
sabo~age and mutiny. s | - % .

The Nezis did not taka this lying down., Aided by technicians of the Cerman
radio, thz Gesctspo was able to narrow down to within a radius of a few miles the area
47 which the mobile freedom statlion was operating. The Germens proceaded 10 comb the
countrysids.  Onz night ths butler and eges truck was ctoppeds The clandestine
broadcasters decided to make & break for it. Two escaped 1o Cgechoslovakia; the third
was shot dead- |

On the Czech-Austrian frontier, the tWo survivors set up esnother mobiie station,
which broadcest thres times a day until after the Munich Agreement when Czach police
forced the stotion cff the air.

Other countries a'so had their secret stations vafors the war broke out in Europe.
From somoyhere in the T:ltic states or the Soviet Union, a clandestins transoitier,
claiming to be the mouthpicse of a mvatericus "Leagus of Liberators,” preached
ravolution agairet Stoiin arnd the "Red overLeras.”

During the Spanish Civil War, Franco and his Itelisn and Germsn allies origin—-
ated propaganda coroadcnd ts fwcm stations in Italy, operating o3 if actually coming
from Spain. Goraon and Itelian raclo fecilities were &t thae disposal of Franco's
Eiﬁicnaliats. Gome Portumvese stations were given over to the use of Francols regime

SO,

ibout this time. the Spanish communist perty initiated a elandestine broadeasting
operation koown &s Rnadio Fapana Independente, vhich continvea todey. Probably
transmittins originally from the Rarcelonsa aresea., after the collapse of the Loyealist
government, the gtation 1s bolisved to have moved its sctivities to Russia. A recent
Suwigs racio rapert cleins that this gtation is now located in Rumaniaj; pther sources
say it is citueted near Prafis, Cucchoslovakia. Ius centrelling body, the Spanish
comnunist party in exile. howevcr, 13 headguarterad in MCSCOW.

In the yvears jvst befrre the war, A station mimad at ths Austrian populatlion,
known as Radio Liverte, was operated vith Frenrh government knowiedgs and suppert
by on "Rudclf,” a name uszed by an ex—Viennese lowyer, broadcfsting from Feceanp,
Normandy, Francea

Early in 1938, various loeal Africen and Middle Eastern stations used propaganda
moterial surtlied by the Carman Press news .sarvices and rebroozdeast 1t. Sonetizes &
bit of ccredy entercd ths usually scrious elnndactine rodio scens. An pxamnle of thie
arcnirred wien Irag'ts Kirng CGhazi oreadzast soce snti-Britich materiel from his amateur
radio staticn in his Baghdca poieca. To Engl.ish protesis, tn2 natica's permielr
replied that be "sowld not centrol. Eis Majecty:"

{Firzct of a series digzcied from Vihe Eistory of (londesuine Radio Operations,"
& publication of the D¥ploror Radlo Lesociation. )



